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Dear Judith, 
 
We met you for the 1st time over 8 years ago in Saratoga.  At that time, we were new naïve collectors receiving The Quarterly 
but not members of any club.  We read in an addition that there would be a “Gathering” in Saratoga NY for collectors and 
decided to go.  We never realized how one weekend would change our lives. 
 
What a joy it was to go to your seminar that 1st week end, and again 8 years later this past October.  Over time, and many 
different gatherings, Pennsylvania, Williamsburg (the bank robber year) and, of course, Saratoga, your presentations were 
always interesting and enlightening.  Just watching your expertise progress from slides to power point was always a joy.   
 
Our fondest memory was in St. Paul at the 25th anniversary.  We came out of a seminar and saw you sitting on a stool at the 
top of the stairs.  Slowly filing past you were collectors waiting their turn to get into the product room.  Some of these people 
had been waiting in line for over 6 hours and sure were letting you know it.  How big your shoulders were and what a new 
appreciation we had of you. 
 
How totally fitting it was that our last time we had a chance to see you was also where we saw you the 1st, Saratoga.  Over those 8 years, 
we joined a club and our display and collection got larger.  We still have the joy that collecting has given us and will continue to go to 
the gatherings, but, there will always be the Judith void.  
 
We wish you joy in your well-deserved retirement.  If you are looking for an outside activity, I know of a great group of people, who love 
to collect, who would welcome you as a member with open arms. 
 
Dave and Jane Griffith 
Townsend Massachusetts 

          New Hampshire Village People 
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In August of 2002 the Chesapeake 56 Collectors Club in 
Maryland hosted a visit by Judith Price to Region 2 of the 
NCC. The Chesapeake 56 club was selected at random from 
among the clubs in Region 2 to host this visit in commemora-
tion of the NCC’s 10th Anniversary. Our membership was ex-
tremely excited about event, and invitations were sent to all 

NCC clubs within Region 2 as soon 
as arrangements were made for a 
suitable location. The many hours 
of hard work by our membership in 
preparation for Judith’s visit really 
paid off, and the event was a huge 
success. A total of 75 people were 
in attendance from as far north as 
Massachusetts and as far south as 
South Carolina (one of our own 
members who had recently moved 
from  Maryland). Members from 
seven different Region 2 clubs in 
addition to the Chesapeake 56 club were in  attendance; including 
the Annapolis Villagers, D56 Villagers of South Eastern Virginia, 
National Capitol 
Association of Vil-

lage Collectors, D56 Villagers of Central 
Pennsylvania, Heritage Treasures (New 
York) and the Black Eyed Susans. We were 
also honored by the presence of Jan Cook, 
Vice President of the NCC. 
 
The festivities actually started on the eve-
ning prior to the formal event when several 
Chesapeake 56 club members joined Judith 
for a great dinner and lively conversation at a local restaurant. We were all intrigued by her 
sincere desire to hear about our club and our individual collections as well our likes and dis-
likes about the Department 56 Heritage Village line. 

 
The event began with a social hour during which attendees 
got a chance to 
meet one another 
and Judith Price 
while munching on 
appetizers. Judith 
Price gave several 
different Power-
Point presentations 
w i t h  d i f f e r e n t 
themes, providing 
the collectors who 
were present with a 



much more in-depth understanding of the De-
partment 56 Company. She is truly a remark-
able woman who quite candidly admits that she 
enjoys meeting with collectors more than any 
other aspect of her job as Director of Collector 
Relations. More than this, she is truly interested 
in knowing our likes and dislikes about the D56 
Company and the products we all cherish so 
much, and what we’d like to see in the future. 
 
Department 56 provided five large cartons of 
merchandise, including over 30 buildings and 
other products which were given away as door 
prizes. The company also provided plates, nap-

kins and glasses with the Department 56 logo and a large Department 56 banner. No one 
left empty handed because once the Department 56 merchandise was given out, our club 
provided merchandise that 
was left over from previously 
sponsored events as addi-
tional door prizes until every-
one had won something. 
 
Chesapeake 56 members 
worked well beyond the call-
of-duty both preparing for the 
event and during the event; 
serving a veritable feast of 
sandwiches, veggie and 
cheese trays, Buffalo wings, 
Swedish meatballs and fruit 
cocktail. This was topped off 
with an absolutely beautiful 
cake which had its entire top 
side decorated with the NCC’s 
10th Anniversary logo, illustrated in colored icing. There was plenty of food left over, which 
was donated to and graciously accepted by the Cockeysville Volunteer Fire Department, 

whose hall had been rented to host the 
event. 



Judith, 
 
I remember when we were first planning our 2nd  Village Keepers Convention someone on the 
committee suggested that we see if Dept56 would send Judith Price to our convention.  Everyone 
was excited at the prospect of having you attend our convention.  I almost couldn’t believe my 
ears when they said that you were coming! 
 
That weekend was the best, we had you, Lynda Blankenship, Judy Isaacson, Roger Bain, Fuad 
Adra, and Patsy Fryberger.  Our convention was not one of the largest that year but we had a 
great time.  Your first seminar was at 1:30 on Friday June 7, 1996 and the topic was ‘Department 
56 News’ the room was packed!  Then at 4pm you presented a slide show of a tour of Department 
56 again the room was packed!  Saturday you repeated the seminars and then on Sunday you 
were our speaker at the breakfast.  I remember when they announced that our convention brought 
in $15,000 for charity!  Wow, was I proud. 
 
Then the next time I ran into you at another convention I remember you telling me that you went 
back to Department 56 and told them how successful our convention was.  I remember you 
saying that ‘it was our success that convinced your management that even small conventions are 
worth sending a D56 rep to attend’.  That made me very proud to hear that. 
 
Then four years later you attended our 3rd convention held in Niagara Falls on September 29th 
thru October 1st 2000.  That year we had you, Lynda Blankenship, Peter & Jeanne George, 
Michael Winter, Richard Tuck and Bob Durham.  We co-hosted it with the Buffalo and Syracuse 
clubs and raised $25,000 for charity that year. 
 
The things I remember the most about our years running into each other is always your kindness.  
You always found the positive in every situation.  You truly had the collector in your heart.  
When I became a NCC Regional Rep and attended our meetings at the conventions and then 
again at Peggy’s Mom’s place in South Carolina I got to see first hand how much you do for the 
collector.   Department 56 should be grateful to you for helping to make our collecting experience 
so wonderful.  To us you were the company and we saw a wonderful company through you. 
 
Now that I look back over these past 12 years that I have been involved with the Village Keepers; 
I have to say that I have met so many wonderful people through our common passion for those 
little porcelain houses and Dept56 has given me wonderful memories to savor forever. 
 
In closing I would like to tell you that you will be sorely missed by all the collectors and that it 
has been a pleasure to know you.   I hope that your retirement is as enjoyable as you have made 
our collecting experience.   Enjoy retirement! 
 
Regards, 
The Village Keepers of Rochester, NY 
Sue Bartleson - President  
NCC Region II Rep – 1998 - 2002   



The Annapolis Villagers, Annapolis, Maryland 

A group of the Villagers travel to 
Dept 56 and the Silver Celebration 

Minnie, Mickey & Judith at the  
Golden Gate Gathering 

Pete, Trudi, Norma, Bernie & Penny at the  
Golden Gate Gathering 

Pete, Trudi, Jan, Norma, Judith, Sonja, Lowell & 
Judith’s Boss at MAVG 2003 Sunday Breakfast 

Bernie, Susan Engel, Penny, Bill & Sherian Roberts 
and Bob Eustice at Tom Russ’s Fall Festival 2001 

Pat & John Ehrenreich doing a demonstration at 
Homestead Gardens November 2003 
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First four SRG Chairmen :(L to R) 1992, Lawson Scoggins; 1993, John Flyn; 1994, Jimmy Thompsom; 1995, James Roof��
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Enjoy Your Retirement and Thank you!
from

Detroit 56’ers

The Silver Anniversary

Our very own
“Fish called Wanda”

Our 5th Annual Summer Picnic

Our reputation for throwing a “great” party  . . .  has yet to be challenged!
However,  “We will just have to wait and see”!

– We will miss you Judith –

  Detroit 56’ers
Michigan - Region V

We send you good wishes and thank you for 15 years of “fun”!

George Adam
Linda Ambrose
Lillian & Joe Armstrong
Cristine Berns
Jeri Blair
Dorothy & Joe Blazek
Carolyn & Bill Cameron
Lynn & Ray Carpenter
Marge Clayton
Carolyn & Dave Cron
Lisa & William Cybulski
Loretta Feroni
Angie & Dan Giacoma
Wanda & Ed Hildner
Becky & Bob Jackson
Melissa Kratz
Jim Leonard
Cyndie Lombardi
Phyl & Ken Long
Dan  Mercurio

Ruth Miles
Judy Munro

Sharon & Greg Noga
Carol Olgren

Earl & Alice Olgren
Debbie Palazzolo
Nicole Palazzolo

Sherry Kay Pioch
Ruth & Bill Riedeman

Barb & Joe Rietsch
Trish Rochowiak

Babe Speedie
Christine Speedie

Kathy & Bob Stern
Martha & Fred Sullivan

Pat & Jim Tait
Linda & Jerry Thompson

Lana & Jim Updike
Dolores Vallade
Jeffery A. Wight



[front] Tony & Lynn Lach; Paul & Carol Dentler; [rear] Al & Mary Kulikowski &
Judith Price at the ‘95 NCC Convention in Minneapolis.

Judith Price and Peggy Culler-Hair during the NCC 10th Anniversary
Reception at the Dept. 56 25th Silver Celebration Minneapolis (August 2001).

Judith Price and Peggy at the unveiling of Jacks Umbrella Shop during the
NCC 10th Anniversary Reception at the Department 56 Silver Celebration.

Judith Price with the 1st NCC Co-Presidents (Lynn & Alan Wagner) as they
leave office.

W I N D Y  C I T Y  5 6 E R S



Jack Skeels —
Visionary of the NCC

“Jack’s Umbrella Shop”—
NCC 10th Anniversary

Exclusive lighted piece/accessory set

N

a t i o
n a l C o u n c i l o f 5 6

C l u b

s

Celebrating 10 years
of “Clubs Helping Clubs

Help Collectors”
1992-2002

I have been struggling with the chore of
reducing to a few words all the appreciation I
have for Judith and what she has done for all
of us. 

It boils down to one fact: Without Judith
there would be no “National Council Of 56
Clubs!” 

It is just that simple. Anyone can have an
idea, and I have been given far too much
credit for the NCC idea, but if an idea is not
nurtured and supported, as ours was by
Judith, then it surely will wither and die. 

Now I realize I am “preaching to the choir”
on this since we all have such high regard for
Judith, but I can state with complete assur-
ance that Judith immediately grasped the
concept when I approached her on the idea of
a “club for clubs.” 

I wish I could write that others in
Department 56 recognized the importance of
this proposed organization and it’s potential
value to both collectors and the company, but
Judith stood alone! She had to convince oth-
ers at Dept. 56 Inc. that any organization that
would promote more clubs and collectors and
would help sustain existing clubs just had to
be a great idea for Dept. 56 too. She eventu-
ally prevailed, and others joined her by offer-
ing corporate support and we obtained the
needed funds to continue. 

On behalf of all of us who have enjoyed
these many years of working, struggling, and
arguing over ideas to make the NCC better,
we sincerely thank Judith Price for always
being there for us! 

THANK YOU JUDITH 
by Jack Skeels 





Judith, congratulations on your retirement!  The 
Village Collectors of Michigan thank you for your 
support in making the Michigan Gathering 2003 a 

great success.  You will truly be missed!!! 
 

 
Above are the committee chairpersons who worked on the Michigan Gathering 2003.   

Pictured from left to right beginning at the back row:  Bob Kusak, Tish Goscicki, Ted Gostomski, Jim 
Hamby, Doug Corns, Judi Corns, Ralph Krawczyk, Ted Duprey, Brother Francis Boylan.  Front row:  
Rose Marie Gostomski, Mary Lou Younts, Barbara Krawczyk, Barbara Duprey, and Denise Duprey.  

Not pictured are:  Trish Rochowiak, Larry Elzerman and Gerry Kijek. 
 

 
Taken at the MI Gathering 2003 in Frankenmuth, MI.  The picture includes  

the volunteers who worked on the Gathering.  
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H i l l  C o u n t r y  5 6 e r sH i l l  C o u n t r y  5 6 e r s
Austin, Texas

From Billie and Harold Loftis,
Hill Country 56ers





   From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
   Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Golden Gate Gathering Oct 11, 2003.  Halloween Costume dinner. (I-r) Linda Harlan, Jan Cooke, Judith Price.  
Dec. 15, 2002 Department 56 Holiday Tour Farewell breakfast. Seated in front: (l-r) Jackie Geiger, Judith price, Melinda Seegers. Standing (l-
r) Mary Boyle, Chuck Boyle, Ruth Buerkle, Georgia Harry, her daughter Dee Dee Pettit, Bob Barton, in front of him is Dolores Barton, Mary 
Anne Cossentine, Grace Williamson, Joyce Anderson, Paul Anderson, Anne Jordan in cap, Tom Iacoviello, behind him John Peabody, Joe 
Iacoviello, Carol Peabody, Barbara Gulley, Keith Gulley.  Photo by Chuck Boyle



  
          From: Ruth C. Buerkle 

       Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers 
    

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Department 56 Holiday Tour, Dec 14, 
2002. Visiting the Man For All 
Seasons at D56 at the Mall of 
America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

California Gold Gathering, June 1, 
2000, (l-r) Jack Skeels, Judith Price,
Francisco and Jessica 
One Village 
Place Aug. 19, 
2000 Dept 56  
25th Silver 
Anniversary.(l-r) 
Melinda 
Seegers, Judith 
Price, Grace 
Williamson.  



From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAVG 2003, Reston, VA March 16, 
2003 (l-r) Ruth                              
Buerkle, Judith Price, Grace Williamson, 
Melinda Seegers, Jackie Geiger, her 
friend Steve and Tony Price 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rocky Mountain Gathering,                                    
May 18, 2001.  Judith with Indian dancers.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MAVG, Reston, VA.                                                  
March 17, 2003. Breakfast in the 
hotel. Bob and Barbara Benjamin,                             
with Judith and Tony Price. 

 



From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Golden Gate Gathering Oct. 9, 2003.  
Collectors crowded into Judith’s room 
during the party game. Judith had 
spent the day facilitating the Wine 
Country Tour, and the tour barely 
made it back to the Gathering in time 
for the rush of party goers. 

Golden Gate Gathering, San 
Francisco, Oct. 9, 2003. Judith 
opening her room to collectors for 
the Halloween party game. 

The caption should read, “What do 
you mean,’Trick or Treat’? It’s three 
weeks to Halloween!”  



    
       From: Ruth C. Buerkle:  
       Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Golden Gate Gathering Oct 
10, 2003  Playing serious 
Bingo (l-r) Esme Gibson, Jan 
Cooke, Judith Price, Grace 
Williamson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
  
  California Gold Gathering, 

Judith Price, Irvine, CA.                              
  March 25, 2000.  

            

 
                          
 
 
 
 

     
Texas Roundup, 
San Antonio 
June 2000. (l-r) 
Donna Rhodes,. 
Judith Price, 
Melinda Seegers 
setting up the 
Department 56  
display table at the 
Roundup 



 
          From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
         Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers. 

 

 

ith 

  

                                  

 

a special 
inneapolis. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Department 56 Holiday Tour Dec.  
13, 2002.  Luncheon at City Center, 
(l-r) Melinda Seegers, Grace 
Williamson, the Andersons.  On the
right end, Joe and Tom Iacoviello, 

 

Judith Price and Carol Peabody.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
N.E.V.E.  Aug. 2002. Jud
Price (center) drew the 
winning ticket for Grace 
Williamson (rt) to win the 
Department 56 Holiday 
Tour. Ruth Buerkle (left)
attended as a guest of 
Grace. 
                                                                                              
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D56 Holiday Tour,  Dec. 13, 
2002. Judith and Melinda take 
the lucky winners on 
tour of M

             



  From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
                  Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers. 

,  

right,  Sue Henderson, 
CC secretary. 

 
 

   

  

                                                                
         and Ruth Buerkle                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

              

    

 

 

 
Bachman’s Village Gathering, Aug. 1995
 NCC Annual Convention. (l-r) NCC Co-
presidents  Alan and Lynn Wagner with 
Judith Price. Far 
N
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                         Department 56, One Village Place, 

         August 1995, Judith Price, Ms Lit Town 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bachman’s Village Gathering, Aug, 1997. 
            the “Hunk” with Ruth Buerkle, just before 

leaving to tour Bachman’s Flagship store.
    



From: Ruth C. Buerkle. 
Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers. 

 
 
 
 
 

TGIF Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 2003 (l-r) 
Dave Erickson, Judith Price, Cindy 
Newman, Allen (A.J.) Jorgensen, 
Alice Webb, Diane Todd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  California Gold Gathering, March 24,  

2000 (l-r)  Grace Williamson, Bob 
McBroome, Judith Price, Ruth 
Buerkle, Jan Cooke, Donna Rhodes. 
Snack at the hotel bar shortly after  
arrival at the Gathering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

San Antonio, Texas at Los 
Patios. (l-r) Grace Williamson, 
Judith Price, Ruth Buerkle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
From:  Ruth C. Buerkle 
Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers, River City Villagers     

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  
     From Ruth C. Buerkle 
     Member: Our56Club, Hill 
Country Villagers, Arctic 
56ers.   
  
  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lit-Town staff: Bachman Village Gathering, 
Minneapolis, MN Convention Center (l-r) Lisa, 
Melinda Seegers, Judith, Rhonda Ritchie, Joan, 
Barbara (hidden - Carol)  August 23,1994 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                            North Pole City Gathering,  
                                             Oklahoma City. (l-r) Judith   
                                             Price, Ruth Buerkle, Bob                                                                                                                             
                                             Peterson. Oct 1, 1994       
 
 

 
 

Bachman's Village Gathering Minneapolis, 
MN. (l-r) Ruth Buerkle, Judith Price, Paul 
Bachman, Grace Williamson, Aug 11, 1990. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bachman’s Village Gathering, Minneapolis, 
MN. (The first major NCC meeting held at this 
gathering.)  (l-r) Judith Price, Grace 
Williamson, Ruth Buerkle Aug 22, 1992 

        



  From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
         Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers. 
                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                         
The Judith Dollar 

                    The Judith Dollar, created for the NCC Carnival House Party at the Pennsylvania 5-6000 Gathering in Lancaster, PA.        
                          Designed by Barbara Fischer of Pennsylvania, and used to purchase food at the Carnival,  May 1998.  

                        
            

 
 
 
Bachman's  Village 
Gathering, Minneapolis, MN 
(l-r) Judith Price, Jeanne 
Marie Dickens  Aug 22,1992                  

 
 
 
 
 
   



From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers         
          

 
 

California gold Gathering, Anaheim CA. (l-
r) Jessica, Francisco, Judith, Jan Cooke, 
Ruth Buerkle, Grace Williamson. June 1, 
2002. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

California Gold Gathering, 
Mountaintop dining (l-r) 
Grace williamson, 
Francisco, Jessica, Ruth 
Buerkle. June 1, 2002. 

California gold, Mountaintop dining.                  
Francisco and Jessica, June 1, 2002  

 

California Gold Gathering, 
Mountaintop dining and 
waterfall (l-r) Judith, 
Grace, June 1, 2002. 



From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
Member: Our56Club, Hill country56ers, Arctic 56ers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             California Gold Gathering, NCC Patio Party. 
            (l-r) Esme Gibson, Judith Price. June 1, 2002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
California Gold 
Gathering, NCC party 
on the patio. Judith 
and Jack Skeels. 
June 1, 2002 
 
 
 
 

California 
Gold 
Gathering, 
Anaheim, 
CA. (l-r) 
Grace 
Williamson, 
Judith, Ruth 
Buerkle, 
June 1, 
2002 



From: Ruth C. Buerkle  
Member: Our56club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers. 
 

 

N.E.V.E., Warwick, RI.  Dinner. Judith on chair applauding. Next to Judith on the right, Peggy 
Culler Hair. Far right Liz Erickson. Aug 23, 2002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

N.E.V.E Warwick, RI. Following her seminar, 
Judith drew names for prizes. (l-r) Judith, Penny 
Miller and Melinda Seegers. Aug 23, 2002 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
San Antonio, 
TX. Lunch at 
Sullivan 
Carriage 
House, (l-r) 
Grace 
Williamson, 
Judith and 
Tony Price 
July 17, 2001. 
        



 From: Ruth C. Buerkle  
       Member: Our56Club, Hill Country Villagers, Arctic 56ers.        

  

 
Sep.11, 1995.  
The Second Annual NCC 
National Convention was held in 
conjunction with the Bachman’s 
Village Gathering at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center 
in Minneapolis, MN 
 
Five thousand collectors were 
represented by 163 clubs from 
around the country. Shown on 
the extreme right is honorary 
member Jack Skeels wearing 
his traditional green jacket and 
applauding with a white 
program in his hand. Sitting next 
to him is the diminutive Judith 
Price, honorary member and 
Department 56 Representative, 
almost hidden by Alan Wagner, 
NCC co-president  standing on 
the left.  
 
The Friday night Parade of 
Clubs rally was marked by flags, 
banners, balloons and 
enthusiastic club members, with 
the Texas contingent of 11 
clubs marching on stage. The 
Cottage Collectors of Dallas 
(now the Big D 56ers), with their 
flag are joined on stage by the 
River City Villagers of San 
Antonio and the Crystal City 
Collectors of Corpus Christi 
during the Parade of Clubs.  
NCC Convention theme, “All 
Roads Lead to the NCC”.  

 
 

 



 
 
From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(l) Aug. 1990, The Village News, 
Vol. 2, Number 2  Bachman’s 
publication for Collectors of 
Snowhouses.  
The headline is – Bachman’s 
First Village Gathering Attracts 
Thousands of Collectors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members of the Village 56ers, a Denver based collectors’ club, at Bachman’s 
Village Gathering Aug 11, 1990, posed with Department 56 representative, Judith 
Price. (L-r) Dick and Cindy Redhair, Dan and Jan Burnham, Judith Price, Nick 
and Barbara Bretz.                                   (The Village News) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Judith’s 
view of the 
roomful of 
collectors 
from the 
podium 
during her 
twice daily 
seminars 
at  the 
Bachman’s 
Village 
Gathering 
Aug, 1990, 
The 
Village 
News

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Bachman’s 
Village 
Gathering
, Aug, 1995.  
Judith visiting 
with Neilan Lund,
master architect, 
originator and 
creative designer 
of  the Heritage 
Village collection 
for Department 
56.



From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
Member: Our56club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers 
 

 
 The Village Voice                                                                 Sept  1997 
 
 
 
    
           

Dec.14, 2002 Judith Price outside Forepaughs 
Restaurant following dinner with Department 56 
Holiday Tour.           Photo by Chuck Boyle 

Dec.13, 2002 One Village Place, Eden Prairie, MN. (l-r) Melinda Seegers, Judith Price, Jackie Geiger following dinner at the 
Showroom, during Department 56 Holiday Tour.                                                                                                Photo by Chuck 



From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
          Member: Our56Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Sept 8, 1991 Judith 
Price at Bachman’s 
Village Gathering 

Sept 11, 1993 Jeanne Marie Dickens 
and Judith Price on the stage at 
Bachman’s Village Gathering. 

August 11, 1990  Bachman’s First 
Village Gathering. Grace Williamson 
and Judith Price  

Judith and Four Years 
At Bachman’s Village                   
Gathering 
1990-1991-1992-1993 

 
       

Aug 22, 1992  Judith at 
Bachman’s Village 
Gathering.  

Dec. 13, 2002  Dinner at  One Village place Showroom, Department 56 Holiday Tour. Center (l-r) Judith Price, 
Mary Boyle. (back l-r) daughter, Georgia Harry, D56 artist, Jackie Geiger, Grace Williamson, Ruth Buerkle  



 From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
       Member: Our 56 Club, Hill Country 56ers, Arctic 56ers 

May 18, 
2001.  
Rocky 
Mountain  
Gathering. 
Foreground 
D56 display 
table. (l-r) 
Grace 
Williamson, 
Judith Price, 
Jan Cooke. 

Oct. 12, 2003.  California Gold Gathering outside San Francisco.  Judith Price at the podium for farewell breakfast Sunday morning. 



From: Ruth C. Buerkle 
Member: Our56Club, Hill Country Villagers, Arctic 56ers 

 

 

California Gold Gathering, June 2000.                                            
Francisco and Jessica 
 
 

 
 

 Rocky mountain Gathering, May 18, 2001                                                             
( l-r) Peggy Culler-Hair, Melinda Seegers,                       
Ethel Campbell, Judith Price and Jan 
Cooke            

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
MAVG - March 2003, hotel dining room,lunch 
(l-r) D56 decorator, Grace Williamson, Judith 
Price, Ruth Buerkle, Melinda Seegers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
               Department 56 Holiday Tour, Dec 14, 2002.  
               Dinner at Forepaugh’s (l-r) Ruth Buerkle,  
               Barbara and Keith Gulley, Joyce and Paul  
               Anderson, and Judith Price. 



Region IX
(AK, WA, ID, OR, MT)

(British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan)



Judith, it has been my pleasure to know
you. From our first introduction at a
Bachman’s Gathering years ago, I have
admired your easy manner in talking with
collectors. Not only has your wit and wis-
dom impressed me, but your uncanny abili-
ty to remember names! Your answers to col-
lector’s questions have become legendary,
as have your famous phrase, “We’ll just
have to wait and see!”

Your support of clubs gave them credibil-
ity. Your enthusiasm for clubs encouraged
growth. And the Village Idiots felt especial-
ly honored by your attention. We Idiots feel
a unique bond with you as our personal
champion with Dept. 56! The first time that
you visited our club, you told us that we
had the best club name and had more fun
than any club - our feelings exactly!

All of us wish you happy times in retire-
ment - time to spend with your family and
friends in your new home. Hopefully, there
will be time for gatherings, too, and seeing
old friends again.

Jane Sprando
The Village Idiots

Above, Judith visits a Village Idiot club meeting in
the mid-1990s. Below, Judith holds Ricky Parker,
one of the newest Idiots, in September, 1999.

Head Idiot Salutes Judith



Region X
(CA, NV, UT, AZ, HI)



The Lite Goes Out, 
But The Memories Will Shine Forever 

 
ver the years, as Ms. Lit Town, you brought light to every club, gathering and dealer 
event you attended.  For many of us collectors, Judith Price was Department 56—you 

knew it all and were always willing to share your knowledge and light up the room with 
your warm, welcoming smile. 

O
 
 
In 1992 you visited your first collectors’ club, California 
56 Collectors, in Tustin, California.  Boy, did you make us 
feel special.  It was such an honor to have a “celebrity” 
join our small group and share the “inside scoop”.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sharing one of your many stories 
at our club meeting in 1992 

Over the years, we learned that it was not only at this  
As always, smiling along side Barbara Carlton meeting, but at every club event or gathering you  

attended , you made everyone feel so special.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope you enjoy your retirement and 

We caught you smiling at William Glenn in October 1999 with club members Geri Little, Marvella McAllister and 
Fran Fodera.  Neiland Lund could not just stand by and watch you having all the fun, he had to join the group 

That the lite continues to shine in your smile 

California 56 Collectors Club Tustin California   NCC Region 10
  







We’ll Miss You, Judith

The NCC



National Council of 56 Clubs




